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The impact of distance education on social integration, belonging and

citizenship
Introduction:

Social inclusion is a cornerstone of an individual's sense of belonging. This
affiliation crystallizes citizenship in all its concepts. In discussing education, there
is no doubt that it is an essential support for the integration of the individual into
the same society and the refinement of his skills from the sciences and knowledge

he acquires, as well as communication and interaction with others.

In light of the overall picture of the global situation in the epidemiological situation
— the coronary fever pandemic — imposing restrictions on severe restrictions on
humanity, and then integration and interaction, until it extended to education, so
the idea of distance education crystallized as a precautionary step that ensured
education in exchange for the physical meeting of the human with the other human
being. This has increased distancing, greatly affecting interaction and integration,

and consequently citizenship, identity and belonging.
The problem:
The problem posed by the research is:

How does distance education affect the achievement of comprehensive citizenship
and belonging? How can distance education be invested in order to enhance

citizenship and belonging?
Hypotheses:

* Maybe the distance education has a negative impact on social integration and

thus citizenship.
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~«-Maybe we can invest in distance education in order to enhance citizenship and

belonging among students by activating the role of interactive educational methods.
The importance and objectives of the research:

The importance of the research is that it sheds light on an urgent educational need
that is a bridge to effective citizenship and enhances belonging and national
identity. It is also considered an added value for intensive studies on the teaching—

learning process that accompanied the emerging global conditions.

As for the objectives of the research, they are represented in that the research
explains the relationship of education with the achievement of citizenship, and it
also shows the impact of distance education in it under the current circumstances

and its investment and evaluation to serve citizenship.
Method:

The appropriate method for research is the analytical method, as it constitutes the
appropriate way to analyze the facts that have a direct impact on individual identity
and citizenship. The research seeks to analyze and translate the data to reach the
desired results. It is one of the scientific research methods, which is based on
analyzing the title of the study, its content, interpreting and deducing the desired

connotations, understanding its origins, and drawing conclusions. (Saad, 2020)
Temporal and spatial boundaries:

The spatial boundaries of the research are evident within the Lebanese territory,
and the temporal ones are with the beginning of the year 2020 AD, the period

during which the epidemic (Covid—19) spread in Lebanon.

Key words: Distance education — social integration — citizenship.
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